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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . An implement for manipulating a knotted suture during a surgical 
procedure, comprising: 

an elongated shaft having a proximal end engageable by the user for 
manipulating the instrument, and a distal end engageable with the knotted suture to be 
manipulated; 

said distal end of the elongated shaft having an end face formed with a recess 
for receiving the knot of the suture; 

characterized in that said distal end of the elongated shaft is formed with an 
open slot starting from a location spaced from said end face and leading to said recess 
in said end face, such as to enable the knotted suture to be introduced into the slot and 
the recess by effecting a sidewise movement of the knotted suture with respect to the 
elongated shaft, or vice-rVersa. 

2. The implement according to Claim 1, wherein said open slot is formed of a 
width to accommodate a wide range of suture sizes and materials. 

3. The implement according to Claim 1, wherein said open slot is formed 
with a first sectioiv leading from said recess towards said proximal end of the 
elongated shaft, and a second sectionleading from a juncture with said first section 
towards said distal end of the elongated shaft but terminating short of said end face. 

4. Thq implement according to Claim 3, wherein said first slot section is 
formed in a plane at an angle of 10-30 degrees relative to the longitudinal axis of the 
elongated shaft ^ 

5. The implempnt according to Claim 3, wherein said second slot section is 
formed in a plahe parallel to the longitudinal axis of the elongated shaft. 
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6. The implement according to Claim 5, wherein said first slot section is 
formed in a plane at an angle of 1 0-30 degrees relative to the longitudinal axis of the 
elongated shafts and the plane of said second slot section is rotated approximately 90 
degrees with respect to the plane of said first slot section. 

7. The iinpiemeiit according to Claim 6, wherein the width of each of said 
slot sections gradually decreases from said juncture toward the distal end of the 
elongated shaft. 

8. The implement according to Claim 7, wherein the inner surface of said slot 
engageable with a suture is founded at said juncture of first and second slot sections. 

9. Thb implement according to Claim 1 , wherein said distal end of the 
elongated shaft formed with said recess is of increased outer diameter, said open slot 
also extending through said distal end of increased outer diameter to said recess to 
facilitate loading the suture into said open slot. 

10. The implement according to Claim 1, wherein said implement further 
comprises a tabular cutter member enclosing said elongated shaft and formed with an 
annular cutting, edge engageable with a suture in the open slot of said elongated shaft 
upon movement of the elongated shaft with respect to the tubular cutter member, or 
by vice-versa. 

11. The implement according to Claim 10, wherein said implement further 
comprises a releasable latch for normally retaining said elongated shaft in an initial 
position wherein its distal end projects outwardly from the distal end of said tubular 
cutter member. : 

12 . Th^ implement according to Claim 10, wherein the proximal end of the 
elongated ^iB^:^^^6'j^id3^ end of the cutter member, include handles pivotally 
mounted to each pther to permit mampulating the implement and a suture received in 
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said open slot of the elongated shaft, and actuating the implement to cause the cutter 
member to cut-off an excess length of the suture. 

13. An implement for manipulating a knotted suture during a surgical 
procedure, and for removing an excess length of a suture, comprising: 

an elongated shaft having a proximal end engageable by the user for 
manipulating the implement^ and a distal end engageable with the knotted suture to be 
manipulated; \ : 

said distal end of the elongated shaft having an end face formed with a recess 
for receiving the knot of the suture; 

said distal end of the elongated shaft being further formed with an open slot 
starting from a location spaced from said end face and leading to said recess in said 
end face, such as to enable the knotted suture to be introduced into the slot and the 
recess by effecting a sidewise movement of the knotted suture with respect to the 
shaft member, or yico-versa; 

and at^&ar said elongated shaft and effective to cut 

said suture in said slot upoii movement of the elongated shaft with respect to said 
tubular cutter metttber, or vice-versa. 

14. Th? in^l^ Claim 13, wherein said open slot is formed 
with a first section pleading from said recess towards said proximal end of the 
elongated shaft, and a second section leading from a juncture with said first section 
towards said distal end of the elongated shaft but terminating short of said end face. 

15. The implement according to Claim 14, wherein said first slot section is 
formed in a plane at an angle of 10-30 degrees relative to the longitudinal axis of the 
elongated shaft. 
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16. The implement according to Claim 14, wherein said second slot section is 
formed in a plane parallel to the longitudinal axis of the elongated shaft. 

17. The implement according to Claim 16, wherein said first said slot section 
is formed in a plane at an angle of 10-30 degrees relative to the longitudinal axis of 
the elongated shaft, and the plane of said second slot section is rotated approximately 
90 degrees with 'ifi^^^toH^'plaae of said first slot section. 

18. The implement according to Claim 17, wherein said distal end of the 
elongated shaft formed with said recess is of increased outer diameter, said open slot 
also extending llit said distal end of increased outer diameter to said recess to 
facilitate loading -the suiture into said open slot. 

19. The implement according to Claim 13, wherein said distal end of the 
elongated shaft formed with said recess is of increased outer diameter such as to 
define an anmilar finger-piece to facilitate introducing the suture into said slot, said 
open slot also extending through said annular finger-piece to said recess. 

20. Th# ^ to Claim 13, wherein said implement further 
comprises a r^ga^able latch for nonnally retaining said elongated shaft in an initial 
position whe^^ outwardly from the distal end of said tubular 
cutter member; ;; -V : : 



